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Snows Women’s Auxiliary– Formed November of 2012 

We are a service and social organization 
existing so that the women of Our Lady of 
Snows Catholic Church can be involved with 
assisting others while enjoying social 
activities.    

Officers: 

President:    Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll 

Vice Pres:     Lorie Johnson 

Rec.  Sec:      Mary Francis 
 
Treasurer:    Susann Boley 
 
Corr. Sec:     Cindy McLaughlin 
 
Sgt at Arms: Lottie Wilson 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Barbara Reyes 
 
 
 
Trustees: 
 
 

SWA March, 2017 Newsletter President’s Article: 
 

Dearest Ladies of the SWA, 

“March comes in like a lion and out like a lamb.” Typical of Northern Nevada, 
we’re running the opposite this year. When I was young, Lent seemed to last 
forever; it was a long time to go without candy, dessert, pop or to donate my itty 
bitty incomes.  Today it goes by so fast, like a whirlwind between Ash Wednesday 
and Easter.  And I haven’t been able to meet my Lenten commitment every day 
this year.  I’m forever grateful that our God understands and forgives. He blesses 
our efforts and the progress made rather than expecting perfection. 

March is devoted to Saint Joseph. What we know of him is in the gospels and that 
is not very much. A man who was “a just man”, he said “Yes” to God’s angel and 
became head of the Holy Family. He was the protector, provider and guardian of 
our Blessed Mother and our Redeemer. The duties of an ordinary Jewish husband 
and father during his lifetime were many and varied. God blessed Joseph with an 
extra-ordinary life like no other man has ever experienced. Joseph had greater 
responsibilities than any other human being before or since. He served Mary and 
Jesus with all his heart; his care and devotion are unparalleled. Joseph is the 
example, along with Mary, of parenthood and Christian family life. All of us share 
in this family life – like Jesus, we have an earthly father and a Heavenly Father. 
We all know many earthly fathers. I enjoy reminding my own husband (who is not 
the biological father of our children), that Joseph was a “step-father” too! He 
takes it as quite a nice compliment.  

When I think of how much God loves me, my finite mind uses my own Dad, who 
was wonderful and loving, as a starting point. From there I’m able to multiply and 
perfect that love and perhaps BEGIN to grasp the concepts that our Father loves 
us infinitely and that GOD IS LOVE. Let us pray that Saint Joseph’s life of devotion 
will inspire us to serve Jesus in a greater way by serving His people, especially the 
ones that we encounter every day.  We ask Saint Joseph to pray for each of us, in 
the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Peace+Joy+Mercy, 
Sandra 

 

Snows Women's Auxiliary 
Mission Statement: 

Promote sociability among 
members and fellowship 
among the church’s 
congregation. 

Promote charitable service 
to the church with activities 
each year, such as but not 
limited to, money for 
Christmas cheer, 
scholarships, help to needy 
families, donation of 
clothing, food for the poor 
and needy, and any other 
such activity approved by the 
members. 

Assist in promoting and 
supporting the members of 
Snows Women’s Auxiliary 
and the Knights of Columbus, 
Council Number 4997. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

March Meeting Highlights 
 

Below are highlights from our March meeting held on Tuesday, March 14, 2017.  
 Stations of the Cross – Our guest speaker was Deacon Dave, who advised us that the SWA is leading the Stations of the Cross 

gathering on Friday, March 31 starting at 6:30 pm in the chapel of the Parish Center.  

 Deacon Dave will be there to get us started, but we need to select a prayer leader from the SWA members present that 
evening. 

 At least some of us need to arrive at 6:00 pm to help with setup in the chapel. 

 We will use the yellow paperback booklets that are kept in the chapel to do the reading at each station. 

 A sign-up sheet for doing the readings was passed around at the meeting. 

 There is a wireless lapel microphone and a handheld microphone available in the ambo (pulpit) area of the chapel. 

 The soup supper follows the Stations at 7:00 pm; it consists of soup, salad and bread only (no dessert!) 

 Parish photos are being taken until 8 pm that evening in the Parish Center. 
 Treasurer's Report – Susann reported further updates to the results from the Winter Dinner Dance held on February 3.   

 On the Treasurer’s report dated 2/28/17, our current account balance is $4,192.37. 

 After the $3,000 disbursement for the Making a Difference Awards, our balance will be reduced to $1,192.37 for now. 

 Reminder:  SWA Dues are $20 and are due by July 1.  You can pay in the parish office or at an upcoming SWA meeting. 

 Nomination Committee - The Nomination Committee announced the following SWA members have agreed to be candidates 
for Officer positions for the upcoming fiscal year beginning July 1: 

President – Susann Boley Treasurer – Cindy McLaughlin 
Vice President – Shari Ford Recording Secretary – Barbara Reyes 

 The Sergeant at Arms and Correspondence Secretary will be appointed by the new President in July. 

 The Election is in May and the new officers will assume their positions in July. 

 It’s not too late for you to throw your hat in the ring if you have an interest in any of the officer positions! 

 Scholarship Committee –The Committee has met and is accepting applications for the Making a Difference Awards. 

 We will award three $1,000 awards to graduating high school seniors in our parish who have already been confirmed. 

 Bingo Committee – Mary Francis announced that our Bingo fundraiser will be held in the Parish Center on Sunday, May 7 from 

1:30 – 4:00 pm.  

 Tickets are $20 for 4 bingo cards and light snacks are also included. Beer and wine can be purchased. 

 We will sell raffle tickets at the event for gift baskets. 

 We will sell tickets after Mass on April 22 and April 29. Sign-up sheets for selling tickets were passed around. 

 The Committee is requesting that SWA members donate non-perishable snacks for this event, such as peanuts, popcorn, 

etc. Sign-up sheets were passed around at the meeting. The snacks can be brought to the May SWA meeting. 

 SWA members are encouraged to publicize this event and to solicit donations for raffle baskets. 

 See flyer on the following page for more details. 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
On-going - Knitting Group meets every other Tuesday in  
     the Parish Center from 10:00 am -1:00 pm.  Upcoming  
     gatherings are on April 4 and April 18. 
 
Wed., March 1 – The first of five Faith Sharing Group  
     meetings for Lent is from 10:00 am – 11:15 am in the  
     Parish Center. The last meeting is Wed. April 6. Buy the  
     Quest booklet ($6.00) in advance from the Parish office. 
 
Tuesday, April 4 - SWA Meeting - bring a sweet or savory 

treat to share. Social Half Hour is 6:00–6:30 pm; meeting 
is 6:30-7:30 pm.  

 
Saturday, May 6 - “Women’s Day of Reflection”  
     Retreat in the Snows Parish Center with Sr. Gina  
     Ladanza.  

March Ladies of the Month 
Eight SWA members have been recognized as our March 
Ladies of the Month for volunteering their time to assist 

at the Rite of Election held on Sat., March 21. 
 

Mary Boles Terry Norman 
Ellie Lawson-Gilgovan Kristina Ross 

Nelda McGee Elizabeth Synder 
Cindy McLaughlin Ann Steckline 

 
Your commitment to the RCIA program is appreciated! 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Meeting Highlights 
- Continued - 

 

 Wine and Art Fundraiser – this new “brushes and bottles” fundraiser was proposed by Sharon Cortez and Cathy Johnson.  

 Sharon will teach participants how to paint a small picture she will select in advance.  

 Sharon plans to donate paint and brushes for participants to use. 

 Wine will be served to participants! 

 The date will be determined by the new committee:  Mary Francis, Cathy Johnson and Lorie Johnson. 

 Fall Festival – Lorie Johnson is our delegate to the OLS School Fall Festival Committee. 

 The small desserts we provided last year were well-received and the school committee would like us to provide them again 
this year. 

 Each class will be building a scarecrow this year and Lorie suggested we build one too! 

 The Knights of Columbus staff an outdoor bar where they sell wine and beer. In the past, the line has gotten very long!  
Susann Boley asked if any SWA members are interested in going through the Alcohol Awareness course so that we could 
assist the Knights with bartending. A show of hands indicated enough interest for Susann to pursue organizing the training. 

 Ministry for Seniors – Jean Sokol asked whether we would have any interest in developing a ministry for senior parishioners.  

 This might be a monthly gathering that focuses on senior needs and issues, and would provide an opportunity for seniors 

to socialize together. 

 The meeting could include a luncheon, reciting the rosary and so on. 

 Jean is willing to lead a committee if SWA members would like to pursue this idea. 



 

 


